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	EUROPEAN AUTHORS CALL FOR GENERAL APPLICATION OF RESALE RIGHT AT INTERNATIONAL LEVEL




Resale right is the legitimate right of authors of graphic, plastic or photographic works of art to share in the financial success of their creations. 

The implementation of Directive 2001/84/EC which will harmonize and give general application to this essential right for artists from January 2006, will put an end to distortions of competition on the modern and contemporary art market in the European Union. It is also a major and decisive step towards getting recognition for resale right worldwide, since some fifty countries will be concerned by the right. 

Internationalization of the art market demands global solutions, and the exceptionally long grace periods allowed for implementation of the Resale Right Directive (some Member States are allowed an extra 4, or even 6, years to implement various provisions) must be put to use to get ride of the disparities that exist on a world level.

The European authors represented within GESAC and EVA urge the EU authorities, in accordance with Recital 7 of the Directive on resale right, to start up negotiations as soon as possible, both at bilateral level with its main partners, especially the USA and Switzerland, and at multilateral level within the WIPO, to get resale right made generally applicable and to give article 14 of the Berne Convention mandatory force.
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