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COMPRESS221104ENELARGISSEMENT
PRESS RELEASE
Re: 
GESAC ENLARGED TO INCLUDE AUTHORS’ SOCIETIES IN THE NEW MEMBER STATES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
Since 1 June 2004, authors’ societies in the new EU Member States have been eligible to join GESAC, the European grouping of societies of authors, composers and music publishers. 

Its General Meeting of 18 November 2004 approved the applications of 9 authors’ societies, bringing the number of GESAC member societies to 34. 

The new GESAC member societies are: AKKA-LAA (Latvia), ARTISJUS (Hungary), DILIA (Czech Republic), HUNGART (Hungary), LATGA-A (Lithuania), LITA (Slovak Republic), OSA (Czech Republic), SOZA (Slovak Republic) and ZAIKS (Poland). 

These societies have benefited from technical assistance projects under the Community’s PHARE programmes on intellectual property, and the time has now come to welcome them into our midst, said the President of GESAC, Prof. Kreile. GESAC’s purpose, he said, is to act to promote copyright, and so we cannot but be gratified at its continued representativeness, linking together as it now does almost all authors’ societies that administer musical rights, and a great many of those that manage rights for graphic arts, audio-visual and literary works. 
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