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Bernard Miyet, Chairman of the SACEM Management Board elected President of GESAC

(European Grouping of Authors’ and Composers’ Societies)

The model of collective copyright management in Europe is a vigorous one. 60% of total world royalties are generated by EU authors’ societies. They are actively helping to develop a European knowledge- and culture-based economy.

Bernard Miyet’s election comes at a crucial time for the authors’ societies in GESAC, when collective management is under close scrutiny by the European institutions with plans to regulate the sector.

Mr Bernard Miyet was elected by his European counterparts as President of GESAC at its General Meeting of 21 April 2005, for a renewable two-year term of office.

Bernard Miyet takes over from Professor Kreile, Chief Executive Officer of the German society GEMA, who served as President of GESAC for 4 years.

The President is assisted by three Vice-Presidents:

- 
Ms Katri Sipilä, Chief Executive Officer of the Finnish society TEOSTO,

- 
Mr Eduardo Bautista Garcia, Chief Executive Officer of the Spanish society SGAE,

- 
Mr Jürgen Becker, Executive Vice-President of GEMA.

· Background
GESAC (European Grouping of authors and composers’ societies) was set up 15 years ago, in 1990, at the instigation of the-then Chairman of the SACEM Management Board, Mr Jean-Loup Tournier.

GESAC today links together thirty four authors’ societies in the European Union (all EU Member States are represented except for Slovenia and Estonia), plus Norway and Switzerland. 

All artistic repertoires are represented in GESAC: music (approximately 99% of the EU musical repertoire), audio-visual, graphic and plastic arts, literature and the performing arts. All told, GESAC represents approximately 500,000 European authors and their rightholders.

The grouping’s main aim is to argue European authors’ interests towards the European institutions in the many crucial intellectual property measures that come out of the EU.
  

Bernard Miyet, Chairman of the SACEM Management Board and President of GESAC, stresses that, “Any initiative from the European institutions must take the interests of creators into account, because they are the basis of economic development in cultural goods and services. This is a challenge that GESAC’s members must actively engage with in the coming years”. 
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