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GESAC PRESS RELEASE

Brussels, 7 July 2005: GESAC, which comprises 34 authors’ societies including all the music societies of the European Union, has just learnt of the Commission’s new initiative concerning the collective management of copyright
. The approach in this text is radically different to that adopted by the Commission in its April 2004 Communication on the same topic of rights management. 

In its working document, the Commission proposes a new rights management model for the use of music on the Internet. In essence, the proposed model (the so-called “option 3”) aims to dispense with the current system of reciprocal agreements between management societies, and to incite the right-holders to become directly members of a few management societies only. The Internet rights would thus be administered all over Europe by a very limited number of societies.

We question the effectiveness of the proposed system in terms of simplifying the acquisition of rights for the use of music on the Internet. Moreover, the consequences as regards legal security and the economic costs involved in this proposal must also be examined.

Authors generally have very strong links with their local societies with which they have established a relationship of trust and proximity, and with which they share a language. Since these authors have direct access and since they control and administer their national societies, it is unlikely that they would all decide to entrust management of their rights to a foreign society.

Other solutions could have been envisaged, which would facilitate access to the worldwide repertory for users and maintain reciprocity and equal treatment between societies, while at the same time ensuring guaranteed transparency, equal treatment and a high level of protection for all authors, in particular those from the least populated countries. Some authors’ societies have in fact commenced discussions in this respect.

Since the challenges are quite considerable, authors’ societies, given their diverse features, will have to conduct a thorough analysis of the proposed model. The analysis should be carried out from the point of view of various parameters: the effectiveness of the rights management, the interests of members (authors, composers and publishers), fair treatment for the various repertories and right-holders, national and regional cultural diversity, the promotion of the various European language repertories, and legal security for operators and all the parties concerned. 

Given that this option which authors’ societies must now examine is a completely new one, the three-week deadline laid down for this public consultation is absolutely insufficient. GESAC, which has a meeting scheduled in September, calls on the Commission to extend this deadline so that authors’ societies can adopt a position on this matter of such fundamental importance to them.

Contact: Véronique Desbrosses, Secretary General – Isabelle Prost, Legal Adviser (ref. GC/091MLEN05).

� Working document dated 7 July 2005 concerning an impact assessment on a Community initiative on the cross-border collective management of copyright.
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GESAC – Communiqué du 7 juillet 2005 sur l’étude d’impact de la Commission concernant la gestion des droits sur Internet.
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