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GESAC
 COMMUNIQUE ON GOVERNANCE AND ON-LINE LICENSING

Brussels, 22 November 2005: 
On 16 November 2005, GESAC General Assembly examined the Recommendation on “collective cross-border management of copyright and related rights for legitimate online music services”, adopted by the European Commission on 18 October 2005.

At this meeting, GESAC members acknowledged the Commission’s attempt to secure protection of rights holders in on-line exploitations, and reflected in particular on ways and means to speedily implement the various proposals of the Recommendation.

A Working Group has been created with the view to conceiving new cross-border licensing model for the online exploitation of the musical repertoire, that would enable European authors’ societies to issue any on-line music service provider established in the EU with a multiterritorial licence covering the world repertoire, under specific conditions that would ensure the necessary protection of right holders' interests.

This Working Group will provide the GESAC General Assembly with the result of its deliberations at the beginning of 2006, as well as to the membership of each of the European societies as the agreement of the rightholders to the proposal will be fundamental. Results will also have to be discussed with the European Commission.

Contacts (32 / 2 / 511 44 54): 

· Véronique Desbrosses, Secretary General 

· Isabelle Prost, Legal Adviser 

(ref. Gcollective221105EN)
� GESAC groups together 34 of the biggest authors’ societies in the European Union, Norway and Switzerland, and so speaks for more than 500,000 authors and copyright owners in the fields of music, graphic and plastic arts, literary, dramatic and audiovisual works, as well as music publishers. More specifically, GESAC represents the entire European music repertoire (except Estonia).
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