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Brussels, 3 February 2006

Press Release

IFRRO, AIDAA, EVA, GESAC, GIART joint letter in support of exclusion of CMS from the scope of Draft Service Directive.
On 31 January 2006, AIDAA, EVA, GESAC, GIART and IFRRO sent a joint letter to European Parliament Members asking them to exclude CMS from the scope of the proposed Directive on Services in the Internal Market (“The draft Services Directive”).
The signatories are the major international organisations representing CMS of different sectors: audiovisual, music, print media and visual works. 
The Draft Services Directive would "jeopardise the operation of CMS without proposing any alternative system to ensure the enforcement and the monitoring of rights. CMS are already subject to separate and specialised regulatory activities, which take into account their special role in promoting cultural diversity".
The signatory organisations:

AIDAA: is the international association which promote and support the activities of associations and collecting societies representing audiovisual authors, specifically writers and directors. It currently represents twenty one authors' societies and twenty affiliated associations, including Guilds, that together represent 115,000 writers and directors worldwide. For press enquiries please contact Nathalie Wood, Secretary General, nathalie.wood@aidaa.org
EVA represents European collective management societies for authors of fine arts and photography. They manage a wide range of rights including primary rights which require individual approach. They are an interface between individual authors, public institutions which maintain cultural heritage and creative industries. For press enquiries, please contact Carola Streul, Secretary General, on +32 2 551 08 90 or c.streul@evartists.org
GESAC groups 34 of the largest authors' societies in the European Union, Norway and Switzerland. As such, GESAC represents nearly 500,000 authors or their successors in title in the area of music, graphic and plastic arts, literary and dramatic works, and audiovisual as well as music publishers. GESAC is a Brussels-based organization working to ensure that the interests of European authors and their collective management societies are headed by the European institutions. For press enquiries, please contact Véronique Desbrosses, General Secretary, and Isabelle Prost, Legal Adviser, on + 32 2 511 44 54, or secretariatgeneral@gesac.org 
GIART represents European collective management societies of performing artists’ rights. GIART members are not-for-profit organisations in charge of collecting and distributing the remuneration due to performers for the use of their performances. For press enquiries, please contact Francesca GRECO, Managing Director, on + 32 476 208112 or  francesca.greco@eim.ae
IFRRO represents and links Reproduction Rights Organisations (RROs) world-wide. RROs administer reproduction and other relevant rights in copyright text and pictorial works on behalf of creators and publishers. These rights are normally referred to as reprographic rights. Members of IFRRO are also national and international associations of creators and publishers. 
For press enquiries, please contact Marie-Agnès Lenoir, Information Officer on +32 2 551 08 97 or marie.agnes.lenoir@ifrro.org
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