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EUROPEAN AUTHORS CALL FOR THE GENERAL INTRODUCTION OF THE RESALE RIGHT AT INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

The resale right is the legitimate right of authors of a work of graphic, plastic or photographic art to share in the economic success of their works.

When it comes into force, Directive 2001/84/EC of 27 September 2001 which introduces and harmonises the resale right will put an end to distortions of competition affecting the modern and contemporary art market in the European Union.

Outside the EU, over 60 countries recognise the resale right, including the vast majority of the candidate countries for accession to the EU. However some countries, notably the US, which has the main rival art market to those of the EU, does not yet recognise the resale right.

The essential nature of the opening of international negotiations with a view to making Article 14ter of the Bern Convention compulsory is highlighted in recital 7 of the Directive.

European authors, represented by GESAC and EVA urge the EU authorities to embark on negotiations as soon as possible, both bilaterally with its main partners, in particular the US and Switzerland, and multilaterally in the context of WIPO.
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